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I asked Mr. James Madison why he worked out here at Tyler Pipe for 55 years. To which 

he replied back, “That’s the question huh.” He said, “I guess I just like what I am doing. 

Every morning for the last 55 years I got out of bed and came to work, I never thought 

about how long I would be here.” I asked how he got to Tyler Pipe back in 1959. This is 

his story. 

It was early in the summer of 1959 and he and three of his friends were out riding in a car 

and they decided that they needed to find some work. The first stop that they made was out 

at Western Foundry. There were all of these big guys out there pushing iron and we didn’t 

like it much. So we came on down the road to Tyler Pipe. We just drove up and went and looked inside of the foundry. Every-

thing was open back then. You could walk right up and see where they were pouring iron. Well there was this fellow named 

Jack Sheffield and he kind of interviewed us. Out of the four of us he offered two of us jobs. Mr. Sheffield said that he sure 

needed us to come to work and so we started right then and there.  I didn’t even get to go home. I called my Mama from the 

office and told her I got a job and would be home sometime. They put us to work immediately and my buddy Jasper, he told 

me he couldn’t deal with it so at lunch time he was gone. 

They put me on the piggin machine. Use to we would pig our own iron because if there was still iron running at shift change 

we would start up the pig machine and that iron would just run off into it. I was using a pick to drop those pigs out of the         

machine.  It was hot. John Warner, President of Tyler Pipe came up there and he said, “You ‘ve been at it for quite a while, 

have you had a break.” I told him no, I hadn’t had a break. He told me to go take a 45 minute break. He rolled up his sleeves 

and started knocking those pigs for 45 minutes until I got back. Well evidentially Mr. Warner talked to my supervisor because I 

never missed a lunch again. 

I guess some of my best memories are running that cupola bucket. It was a different time back then and we had a bucket that 

was hooked to a jib line and we filled that bucket with scrap. If the cupola was too full the jib line would come loose from the 

bucket. Well we needed to get our bucket out of there and since I was the smallest they would tie a rope around my waste and 

lower me into the bucket that was inside the cupola so I could hook up the line. The fellas use to make fun of me because I 

would kind of wonder around aimlessly afterwards. Come to find out the gas was getting to me. Mr. Madison smiled and said, 

“Those were the good old days.” 

I asked Mr. Madison what job he did that he disliked the most. He said, “There was a big boss out here, Bo Jackson, VP of the 

company. He wanted to go on top of the scrap pile and I was a running the crane. He brought some women with him and he 

wanted to show her what it looked like on top of that pile of scrap. Mr. Jackson came over to my crane and told me to lift them 

up and put them on top of the scrap. I tell you, it was mighty cold that day but I was sweating bullets. And I thought to myself, 

I sure will be glad when they leave. 

Mr. Madison thought for a while and said, “These folks out here are like extended family.” My supervisor at one time was J.W. 

Buckner, that’s Greg Buckner’s dad. For some reason Mr. Buckner called me Muscle. I have been known as Junior, Puny, 

Muscle, Jivin Horse Man and of course Hoss is what they call me now. There have been people that  have worked with for 

years and I never knew their real name. My wife called out here one time and asked for James Madison. They didn’t know who 

she wanted. She said, “They call him Junior.” They came and got me immediately; they didn’t know my name. We had a fel-

lows out here like Reverend Star, ole Melvin Hampton, Hampton was the Lemon Drop Kid, Wayne Walker was called the 

Mayor, that’s Tommy Walker’s dad. They said that Tommy learned a lot from Wayne. I don’t know if it was true but I would 

like to think so. Joe Wilson was called City Man. Mr. Madison mentioned numerous names like Turner Morris or lead belly, 

Uncle Roy, Leroy Anderson, Chester Moon, TC Porter and Big George Richardson. Bo Johnson gave us our names. They were 

all good friends, just like family. 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 
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The Tyler Run for Autism donates 100% of proceeds to improving the quality of life for children and their families 

affected by Autism right here in Tyler. To sign up go to: www.tylerrunforautism.org. 

Tyler Pipe believes this is a worthy cause and would like to show their support by  paying 

the registration fees for Team Members and a family member 

that wishes to participate. 

This event also qualifies as one of the “Tyler Pipe Ten”  and 

get’s you closer to a date with an Executive Suite at the     

Arlington Ballpark. 

Would you like to participate but physically are not able too?  

Tyler Pipe is accepting volunteers to assist on the day of the 

race. Volunteering for this or any of the other Tyler Pipe 

Ten will earn participation points towards the Texas Rangers 

drawing!  See HR for details! 

Schedule of Events       

Saturday, April 5, 2014      

Tyler, TX at               

Bergfeld Park 

10K at 8:00 AM                   

5K at 8:30 AM                       

1 Mile at 9:00 AM               

Registration closes at 

midnight 3/30. 

On March 1st, Tyler Pipe Team Members showed their support for our community by participating in the 

FRESH 15k Road Race to benefit the Bethesda Health Clinic and The American Heart Association. The registration fees were 

paid for by Tyler Pipe and the lucky Team Members that you see on this page where all participants.   Jennie Shephard and her 

son were  the only team member to enter the 15k, whereas all other team members came in at record time by completing the 5k 

run or simply   volunteering to help. David Puckett lead the Tyler Team in his best time ever of 29 minutes.  You may remem-

ber, all that you have to do is volunteer to participate in six (6) of the ten (10) “Tyler Pipe Ten” community events offered and 

your name will be put into a drawing to win two tickets for you AND a friend to attend the last regular season home game of the 

Texas Rangers baseball team on September 27 or 28,  2014.   

Stacey Griffeth, wife of Barry 

Griffeth crosses the finish line. 

Greg Buckner, Faye Pettigrew & 
Penny Carmen 

Jennie Shephard & son Brandon 

Benham. Yes her son! Nick Wilcox, Faye Pettigrew & David 

Puckett 

L to R: Sandra Smith, Faye Pettigrew 

Penny Carmen & Gloria Tuck 

Penny Carmen, David Puckett & Faye Pettigrew 

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE: 

When asked about the future Mr. Madison said that he intended to keep working as long as his health would let him. Mr.  

Madison said, “I talked to an awful lot of guys that retired. They had nothing to do. I need a reason to wake up in the morning, 

someplace to go.” Every day James Madison arrives out at Tyler Pipe at 6:00am or 7:00am depending on the day of the week. 

He takes his lunch and his coffee and heads up the flight of stairs to the crane at the Cupola. He says he takes everything up 

there because it is too far to come down. He said it makes you plan your day. He has come a long way since he and his three 

friends went for a drive in the summer of 1959. 

Tyler Pipe is honored and proud to have Mr. James Madison work here and is appreciative to the 55 years of service that he has 

provided. We would like to mark the month of MAY as MADISON MONTH.  We  invite you to come and celebrate with us as 

we congratulate Mr. James Madison for passing his 55th year milestone at Tyler Pipe on May 25, 2014.  Be on the look out for 

more information regarding the plant wide celebration.                                                                     By Rod Burrus    
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Fresh 15K Walk/Run ~ MARCH, 1, 2014 

The Tyler Run for Autism  ~ APRIL 5  

American Cancer Society Relay for Life ~ APRIL 19  

United Way Day of Caring ~ JUNE 

East Texas Food Bank Back Pack Program for kids 
in TISD  ~ AUGUST 2 

Volunteer to help with one of the monthly Tyler Pipe   
appreciation events 

TBA 

Sickle Cell Youth Scholarship 5k Walk/Run 

Kwanzaa Fest 5k Walk/Run  

Tyler Literacy Corporate Spelling Bee ~ AUG. 5  

Team members Sandra Smith, Gloria Tuck, Diane Newman & Charles Minnick take time for a photo op with Mr. Campbell  

Team up with Tyler Pipe to help fight against 

CANCER....the worst SUPERVILLAIN that 

claims so many innocent lives’ every year. We 

are asking for Volunteers, Relay Members, and 

Donations to help in any way we can. See 

De’Ona Tapia in HR for details. 

Saturday, ~ April 19, 2014  

Relay For Life of Tyler 

Harvey Hall Convention             
Center  

2pm-10pm 

On Saturday, February the 22nd, Team Members from Tyler Pipe attended the 13th annual City Wide Black History  Program at 
the Rose Garden Center and listened to keynote speaker, Earl Campbell.  Mr. Campbell  reminisced about growing up in Tyler 
and provided heart-felt stories about his relationship with God, his Mother, (Ann Campbell) and how these two influences as 
well as family and friends helped shape the man he came to be.  (Ann Campbell road just happens to be the road Tyler Pipe   
resides on. )                                                                                                          

 A Tyler native, Mr. Campbell led John Tyler High School football team to an undefeated regular  season and a 
state championship.  At the University of Texas in Austin, Earl won the  Trophy and led the  nation in rushing 
with 1,744 yards.  Later Earl went on to be a Pro Football Hall of Famer who played for the Houston Oilers 
and New Orleans.  Mr. Campbell provided stories about his life,   relationships and how his roots in Tyler 
helped shape the story of his life. Cedric Haynes from KLTV- Good Morning East Texas served as Master of 
Ceremony and the attendees were  entertained by other  local Tylerites.   

    At the event, the 37th Black History Month Stamp was unveiled by the US 
Postal General, honoring former Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm, of New York. 
The late Mrs. Chisholm served seven terms in the House of Representatives and 
was the first African-American to run for president in a major party (1972             
Democrat).  The event was sponsored by The African-American Cultural Events  
Committee, an organization Tyler Pipe has been a long time supporter of.  A   
portion of the proceeds from the event benefits Sickle Cell research and aware-
ness, as well as college scholarships to area youth 
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Did You Know— 

No one looks forward to having a colonoscopy. But the screening test with the unpleasant            
reputation saves lives by identifying precancerous growths – called polyps – and catching colon 
cancer early, when it can be successfully treated. 

“Colorectal cancer is the second-leading cause of all cancer deaths in men and women in the 
United States,” says Bola Olusola, MD, a gastroenterologist at UT Health Northeast. 

“The biggest risk factor for colorectal cancer is age. Eighty percent of people with colorectal        
cancer are 50 years of age or older. That’s why you have a colonoscopy at 50,” Dr. Olusola says. A 
family history of colorectal cancer also raises your risk. 

 Other risk factors are a diet rich in red meat, a high fat-low fiber diet, being overweight, 
a lack of regular exercise, drinking alcohol, and using tobacco products, he says. 

 In its early stages, colorectal cancer rarely causes any symptoms. If you have symptoms – 
bleeding, abdominal pain, or a bowel obstruction – it’s likely the cancer is advanced, Dr. Olusola 
says. 

 “That’s why a colonoscopy is very important in diagnosing colorectal cancer. If there are 
precancerous polyps, these can be removed during the colonoscopy. If the cancer is more ad-
vanced, surgery may be needed, and possibly radiation and/or chemotherapy,” he says. 

 To lessen your chances of developing colorectal cancer, reduce your risk factors: cut the 
amount of red meat and increase the amount of fiber in your diet. Lose that excess weight,     
exercise regularly, decrease your alcohol consumption, and stop smoking. 

“The best thing is to have a colonoscopy if you are 50 years old or older. If you have a family 
history of colon cancer, then you may need a colonoscopy at an earlier age. Ask your physician,” 
says Dr. Olusola. 

Tyler Pipe will hold it’s Fourth Annual Graduate’s 

Brunch on Saturday, April the 26th at Lanes Chapel 

UMC.  If you have a child or grandchild graduating 

from High School or College this year, please come by 

the Human Resources department from March the 31st to April the 23rd and sign up to 

attend.  Each graduate may bring two guests with them to the brunch.  We honor those 

who are graduating with a meal and a gift to let them know how proud we are of them for 

this major milestone in their lives.   

And speaking of our Graduates; the May issue of the newsletter will highlight our Grads 

of 2014 so bring their graduation picture to Human Resources no later than April 18th for 

inclusion in that article.. We would LOVE to show off their accomplishment.                                                         

( All photographs will be returned) 

Blue Cross Blue Shield                      

Alabama                             
(Medical Insurance)

www.bcbsal.org 

Phone: 1-866-292-3416 
 

Blue Cross Blue Shield                   

Texas 

(Dental Insurance) 

www.bcbstx.com 

Phone: 1-800-647-0620 

Or  1-800-521-2227 
 

Flexible Spending Account 

www.tasconline.com 

Phone: 1-800-422-4661 
 

Fidelity Investments 

(401 K) 

netbenefits.com 

Phone: 1-800-294-4015 
 

Aflac  - Jan Beaty—Rep 

Phone: 1-888-466-9409 

e-mail: janbeaty@msn.com 

Francisco Ruiz– 2nd 

Randall Alexander– 3rd 

Tommy Stone— 3rd 

Lucious Wilson— 3rd 

Robert Johnson— 4th 

Brandon Hall— 9th 

Jimmie Davis— 10th 

Michael Bowen— 11th 

Mark Craze— 11th 

Winfred Hayter– 11th 

Patricia Patton— 12th 

Jerry Jansen— 14th 

Michael Rooney— 15th 

Matt Ybarra— 16th 

Dwight Smith– 16th 

Chris McKnight— 17th 

Simone Jones— 19th 

Robert Wiley— 19th 

Richard Berry— 22nd 

Gary Elder– 24th 

Bobby Ross– 25th 

Jerry Kirtley– 26th 

Burnett Williams— 26th 

Tommy Walker– 27th 

Danna Pruitt– 28th 

Calvin Seward– 28th 

Greg Buckner– 29th 

Jay Evans– 29th 

                                                

  
 Tyler Pipe has been on Facebook since June of last year. We currently have over 

670 likes. It’s a great platform for sharing information with people outside our company. 
The page promotes cast iron, recycling, and company culture. This puts a personal face on 

what we do here at Tyler. The people who like our page are people who use our products 
and people who may know people that use our products. We are proud of all our team     

members and this gives us a chance to show what we do to the world.  

Please like us on Facebook http://facebook.com/tylerpipetx If you have any questions           

contact Richard Bowman 903-941-1626 Or email Ricard.Bowman@tylerpipe.com  

http://facebook.com/tylerpipetx

